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Ian Ruxton

How it all began

It was in the summer of 2012 that I began to
attend a working group at Tobata campus for
the new Meisen dormitory. A professor of the
English section was requested to attend, and I
volunteered for that role because the project of
a new dormitory sounded exciting and challeng-
ing. I did not know at that time how I could
contribute to the discussions, but in due course |
was asked to propose an English course suitable
for an elite group of students (the dormitory
members). My first proposal was for an English
conversation class, but this met with a luke-
warm reaction from the other working group
members. Then I decided to propose a TOEFL
course, and the change in reaction was instant
— to an overwhelmingly positive one.

Why TOEFL?

It is not difficult to see why a TOEFL course
is a popular idea. In recent years the TOEFL
test has been much in the spotlight as a way to
improve English education in Japan. It has been
and is still being discussed as a possible en-
trance examination for universities, both at un-
dergraduate and graduate school level, which
would have a profound knock-on effect on the
way English is taught in universities, high
schools, junior high schools and below. The
main benefit of the TOEFL test is that it pro-
vides a score which can be written on applica-
tions for study overseas at a university or col-
lege. It is in fact the globally accepted standard
(the ‘gold standard’) for overseas study, and all
reputable universities in English-speaking coun-
tries require applicants to have achieved a cer-
tain score in TOEFL before they will consider

their academic background. (Other tests are

REZRZELY HAFROKETOT T LICDNWT

also available, for example IELTS is often used
in Britain.)

The Difference between TOEFL and TOEIC

TOEIC is often also mentioned, and it is de-
signed and administered by the same NPO as
TOEFL which is called ETS. However, TOEIC
is an offshoot of TOEFL and was created at the
request of Japanese companies who wanted
their employees to have a useful level of Busi-
ness English proficiency which they could use in
their work. It is in fact a lower level of English,
and is not a globally recognized qualification, be-
ing limited mainly to the East Asian countries of
Japan, South Korea and China. TOEIC does not
aim to teach English for Academic Purposes
(EAP), whereas TOEFL does.

The Classes in Detail

The classes were held in the dormitory on
Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 6pm for 90
minutes. The classroom has exactly 25 desks
which meant that two classes were required, as
there are up to 50 students. I was teaching one
of them, and a very experienced part-timer (Mr.
Scott Smith) whom I recommended was teach-

ing the other. We used text books, readers and

Shows one scene from a class.
TOEFL ZZED#RF

BAEAR 2020910



REZRZELY HFROKETOT T LICDNWT

materials available on the internet to improve
the vocabulary of students, and to practice the
main elements of the test: listening, structure
and written expression, reading. The students
seemed to be enthusiastic and aware that they
had a precious opportunity through these
classes to improve their chance to study over-
seas and become the ‘global engineers’ that the
university wants them to be. The course is not
for credit, but the earning of credits is surely
not, and should not be, the sole purpose of a uni-
versity education.

Leading the Way, and Opening Doors

As far as I know this was the first time that
TOEFL was taught at Kyushu Institute of
Technology’s Tobata campus. In this sense the
Meisen dormitory was leading the way for the
other students. I was personally very pleased
to be involved in this project. English conversa-
tion is of course important, but useful qualifica-
tions are also important. A good TOEFL score
is likely to open many doors, which would other-
wise remain closed.

AR 2020.9¢ 10

Update (2020)

In about 2015, the university began to focus
more on TOEIC as the standard test for gradu-
ates to assist in job-hunting at Japanese compa-
nies. It was also clear from our experience in
the classroom that the students as a whole, with
some exceptions, were finding academic texts
rather challenging. This is not surprising for
We therefore
came to a decision that the class should have its

first year university students.

focus switched to vocabulary building with
more practical English in mind.

I am very grateful to Scott Smith who taught
throughout the period from April 2013 to March
2020 and offered many new ideas, including
learning based on the Academic Word List.
From April 2020 I have retired and am no
longer associated directly with the Meisen dor-
mitory program. I hope the program will go
from strength to strength in the future.
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